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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the title "Apparatus for 
loading..." and the superfluous text "Figure for abstract..." should be deleted. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 1 , the phrase "and similar ones" is indefinite as to the 
structure being defined. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 3, the limitation "the bottom" is insufficient because there 
is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 1, lines 4 and 5, the phrase "located at same level" is indefinite 
because the location is not properly defined. 

Regarding claim 1, line 5, the limitation "the bell shaped openings tubes" is 
insufficient because there is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 5, the phrase "the outside" is indefinite as to the location 
that is being defined. 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,437 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3751 

Regarding claim 1, line 6, the limitation "the axis" is insufficient because there is 
no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 3, line 1, the limitation "the distribution plates" is insufficient 
because there is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 4, line 2, the limitation "brushes' bristles (30)" is insufficient 
because there is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 5, lines 1 and 2, the limitations "the force of the blowing" and 
"the circular pipe" is insufficient because there is no antecedent basis for these 
limitations in the claim. 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "can be" makes the claim indefinite as to whether 
the gas jets are partially sealed and modulated or not. 

Regarding claim 7, lines 1 and 2, the limitation "the vertical direction of the gas 
jets" and "the gas circuit" is insufficient because there is no antecedent basis for these 
limitations in the claim. 

Regarding claim 8, line 3, the limitation "the feeding device (M)" is insufficient 
because there is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 9, line 2, the limitation "the gas circuit" is insufficient because 
there is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 10, lines 2 and 3, the limitation "the main body of the machine 
and that is limited to a given area of the periphery" is insufficient because there is no 
antecedent basis for this limitations in the claim. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , lines 1 and 2, the limitation "brushes' bristles (30)" and "the 
periphery" is insufficient because there is no antecedent basis for these limitations in the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5 and 7-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Loutaty et al. (4564328). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7-10, the Loutaty reference discloses an Apparatus for 
loading vessels (see Figure 2) with solid particles including a supplying device (2) made 
up of a bell shaped enlarged tube (see bell shape defined by hood 20 in Figure 2), a 
propulsion device (1 9), made up of gas jets (22) located at same level and in front of the 
bell shaped opening and facing outwardly; and a distribution device made up of a 
number of rotating plates (5 and 5'), rotating around the axis of the apparatus each of 
which is under the bell shaped tube opening. The Loutaty reference doesn't disclose a 
number of bell shaped tubes co-axially arranged one within the other. However, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a number of bell shaped tubes co-axially arranged one within the 
other, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
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device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 
USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 5, see column 5, lines 49-55, which indicates the gas flow can 
be regulated. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited prior art pertains to various particulate distribution 
devices, similar in structure to the Applicant's device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy L. Maust whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4891 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. 7:00-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4883. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Timothy L Maust/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 
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